Visiting artist’s show in Riyadh
spotlights the Palestinian issue
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Muna Goetze's travel in search
of self-fulfillment as an artist
has brought her to the
Kingdom's capital where she is
presenting her works in an
exhibition entitled 'Lifelines’ at
the upscale Areej Art Cafe at the
first floor of Central Mall on
Thalia Street.

The exhibition is held under
the patronage of German
Ambassador Dieter W, Haller and
Austrian Ambassador Gregor W.
Koebler and will go on until
Friday, showcasing 31 abstract
artworks in acrylic paint.

“The artworks reflect the an-
ist's view of life as well as her
concepl of ar,” the German
envoy said.

Goetze succeeds in getting her
message across. The paintings
show different colors, which
evoke varied emotions. The light
blue suggests peace and hope
where red and crimson give the
impression of confusion and

anger. “Art is the kst way fo
unlock understandAg between
different cultures,” said Adam
Kulach, European /nion head of
delegation. “The hages you see
in the paintings,'he said, “trace
elements of a ¢fferent culture
and philosophy f life.”

Abstract art i difficult to com-
prehend but tk key to Goetze's
works lies ir fie only titled art-
work, ‘Fanify on the Way' i
shows inages of people, a family
that ¥ans 10 go somewhere but
is yiakle to, ecause of a block-
ai®. This ineviably calls to mind
e siteation o Palestinian fam-
ilies who could not visit relatives
stayingin ares, which orignal-
Iy belorged to hem.

This result! in agitation
among them ind skirmithes
with thir oppresors, which are
depictet in Goete's works taat
suggest anger anl confusion in
crimson colors pinctuated with
twisted lack lines|

At Dhast thre artwork:,
referredto only as mmbers 835
836 amt 837, sugpst a fresh

spring moming with blue as a
backdrop, This seems to suggest
hope and optimism.

The artist has earlier held 25
exhibits in Germany and one
each in Kuwait, Tunisia, Jordan
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and Vienna, In holding her show
in the Kingdom's capital,
Goetze's artworks are assured of
patronage from Saudis and for-
eign nationals who have been
sympathetic to the Palestinian

cause. In fact, during the open-
ing might, a European diplomat
said he wanted to buy one of the
artworks.

Sabria Boudinar, cultural offi-
cer af the French Embassy, said,
“The paintings are very nice and
very inspiring.”

But more than the monetary
returns of the exhibition is the
fact that as an artist, Goetze has
shown a social commitment for
which she will be remembered.

If Goetze has been imbued
with social commitmenl as an
artist, one reason for this is the
fact that her mother is a
Palestinian. Her mother worked
hard to bring up her children.
She went with her children to
Kuwait to work.

While in Germany, Goelze used
to take care of some 30 children
who could not be cared for by
their parents.

“She gave them a stable life.
Most of them have finished their
studies,” said Sabine
Schwarzmann-Huodeib, who works
at the Germany Embassy.




